THE FORENSIC 


Series 8 January, 1923 


THE MISSION OF THE DEBAIER 
(Speech delivered by Professor Alfred Westfall at the Convention Banquet, 
Simpson College, March 1922.) 


At the Colorado Agricultural College last year we completed a new build- 
ing containing a little theatre. We who are connected with debating wel- 
comed this addition to the campus because it gave us a better place to hold 
our debates. Heretofore we have been holding them in the college chapel, 
a large auditorium seating over a thousand. As we never have large audien- 
ces at our debates, the speakers were forced to face row after row of empty 
seats. With this smaller auditorium we shall not feel so embarrassed be- 
cause of the size of our audiences. 

At the Colorado Agricultural College last year we also completed a new 
grand stand seating five thousand people. This addition to our campus 
was urgently needed as the attendance at our football games had long since 
outgrown the seating capacity of our old stands. 

This condition is not peculiar to our institution alone. From every state 
in the union come similar reports. Debaters put in months of arduous labor 
preparing a discussion on one of the vital questions of the day and deliver it 
to a mere handful of people. At the same time our huge football stadiums, 
one of them seating eighty thousand people, are unable to handle the vast 
crowds that clammer for admission. 

It is easy to explain this condition. Anything involving intellectual activ- 
ity is becoming distasteful to the American public. People are more inter- 
ested in the exercise of their heels than their heads. The days of the old 
gladiatorial contests are returning. The public is demanding the spectacle 
of a physical combat, and with it an opportunity to work itself into an emo- 
tional frenzy and yell itself hoarse. We are grossly ignorant upon the vital 
questions of the hour and blissfully unconcerned about them. We refuse 
to give our time and attention to those educational, social, economic, and 
political questions, upon whose solution depend our own welfare and the 
perpetuation of our state and nation. This charge is more serious than it 
at first appears to be. It is against the educated public that we bring this 
indictment, the present college generation and the recent alumni. 

This is the easy answer to our problem, but I am not yet willing to admit 
that it is the true one. It is based upon a slander of our own generation to 
which I am not sure we wish to be a party. If we can get an explanation 
of the present lack of interest in forensic contests, an explanation that we 
can tolerate, only by belittling our fellow citizens, then I am afraid we are 
not yet in an humble enough frame of mind to learn by experience. Ex- 
president Woodrow Wilson once said, “I am willing to play for the verdict 
of mankind.” Our government is based upon the principle of the right of 
the majority to rule. And I, for one, have faith in this opinion of the ma- 
jority, more faith, at least, than I have in the opinion of any subdivision of 
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it. Let us assume for the purpose of our consideration that the public’s 
estimation of our forensic contests as expressed by its refusal to attend 
them is correct. It may be that a reexamination of the facts in the light of 
this assumption will reveal some conditions which we have overlooked and 
enable us to make a better diagnosis of this present rather serious forensic 
malady and prescribe a surer remedy. It is sometimes necessary to bring 
to rather sharply as some undeniable facts show us the error of our reckon- 
ings. 


I have heard people come away from intercollegiate debates with some 
such statements as the following upon their lips: “I feel more confused on 
this matter than I ever did before. I had thought I knew something about 
it, but this discussion has left me hopelessly befuddled.” 

This is a just criticism of many debates I have listened to. The audience 
is forgotten. No effort is made to enlighten it. The debaters are apparent- 
ly free of any feeling of responsibility towards the truth. Each team, bent 
on winning, has endeavored to confuse the arguments of the other side. 
The discussion is carried on in a “realm where inconsistencies cease from 
troubling and logic is at rest.” Truth has been absolutely disregarded, 
facts distorted, and one poor, feeble piece of evidence called upon to bear a 
load of conclusions which would break the proverbial camel's back. Asser- 
tions, which the speakers themselves do not pretend to believe and which, 
stripped of the verbiage, are absurd upon their face, are iterated and reiter- 
ated with increasing unction. He does violence to the truth who asserts 
that the public which does not attend such discussions as these is therefore 
not interested in intellectual questions. I do not blame any sane minded 
man for preferring the athletic field. If debating is nothing more than a 
game, let me go with the crowd to the football match. It is more spectac- 
ular and interesting to watch. 


That debating has fallen into its present deplorable condition is due, to 
my mind, to the fact that all of us, public and debaters alike, have been re- 
garding debating as a kind of a game. We have permitted it to be regard- 
ed as a form of intellectual calisthenics for a few students with glib tongues. 
We have forgotten that the true purpose of all argument is to arrive at the 
truth. Persuasion should be used only to guide people along the path of 
right action. The present lack of interest in intercollegiate debating is proof 
that our recent forensic contests have permitted the misuse of both argu- 
ment and persuasion. 

The mission of the debater during the coming few years should be to 
correct this error. He must get back to fundamentals. He must find in de- 
bating something more than a game and provide the audience with some- 
thing better than entertainment. May I venture to offer some suggestions 
as to how he may do this? 

First of all, the debate must be considered from the standpoint of the 
audience and planned for the benefit of those who will hear it. Putting 
this suggestion into practice will result in several changes. 

They will begin with the selection of the question itself. Questions will 
not be selected because they are evenly balanced, That will become a second- 
ary matter. Those questions will be discussed which are of the most vital 
concern to the people who will be expected to make up the audiences. 
Questions that are not evenly balanced will be discussed, even tho those 
on the weaker side have no chance to win, for the function of the debate 
will be to show the audience which is the weaker side of the question. The 
effort will be to present whatever of truth there is on either side, that the 
public may be able to judge and act accordingly. 

This will do away with the importance of winning. When this is done, we 
can exalt the truth and approach the discussion of any public question with 
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a greater regard for its sanctity. We must accept as the fundamental pur- 
pose of debating the dissemination of information. We must be able to 
say to those who attend, “Here, in condensed form, are some of the most 
important facts bearing on this question. Every effort has been made to 
safeguard the truth. Nothing has been added or withheld. We have disre- 
garded any questionable evidence and have not drawn any unwarranted 
conclusions. You may accept the information offered in this debate as 
trustworthy and base your thinking upon it. We have presented it here to 
enlighten you upon one of the vital questions of the day. You, as a citizen, 
must help to decide this question by your vote. As some of the things we 
say here may influence you in your voting, we feel how sacred are our re- 
sponsibilities in the matter.” 


Nor will this conception of debating be any handicap. After all there is 
nothing more compelling than the truth. A successful debater must be 
able to win the confidence of his audience. Sincerity alone will do this. 
It is not so much what he says that counts as it is what his auditors accept, 
The man who makes unsupported assertions and draws unwarranted con- 
clusions weakens his own case. It isn’t the speaker who makes the most 
extravagant statements who is the most convincing. We place the most 
confidence in the man who shows the highest regard for the truth and an 
unwillingness to go further than the evidence allows. 


Already there are evidences that this theory of debating is at least to 
be given a trial. The decisionless debate has been tried by a number of 
institutions and with good results. This past year Montana University and 
Montana State College arranged a worth while experiment. They were to 
discuss a question of importance in the state election before the commer- 
cial clubs of eight of the larger towns of the state. These were forensic 
contests of the highest merit. Their purpose was to help the voters of 
the state. The majority of crowded business men do not have time to 
read the literature and examine the evidence on such questions. Surely 
no one who listened to an enlightening discussion of one of these questions 
by trained college speakers who had taken the trouble to prepare them- 
selves adequately would question the value of the debate. 


In England the whole audience votes. The vote is not to determine which 
team has given the best forensic exhibition, but to show which side of the 
question the audience believes in. I commend this method as a step in 
the right direction. 

Let the truth prevail. The man who supports the weaker side should 
not attempt to confuse the case of his opponents. On any subject of 
enough importance to become a public question, there is bound to be 
enough evidence on both sides to make some sort of a case possible. TTe 
public should know these facts. The debater should not attempt to make 
them prove more than they do. To do that in an attempt to win is to be 
dishonest and to forfeit his right to the confidence and respect, he as a 
debater, should command, 

At the same time we must educate the public as to what it can expect 
from a debate. If our fellow citizens expect to listen for an hour and a half 
and thereby find a solution of one of the questions of the day, they will of 
course be disappointed. Debaters should not attempt to give a solution of 
the national problems nor should the public expect to receive one from 
a discussion between college students. If our state and national questions 
could be solved that easily, they would not be questions. For over a cen- 
tury we have been discussing the tariff. Although the greatest statesmen 
of our country have devoted, many of them, the best years of their lives 
to a study of this question, no one would assert even today that it is settled. 
The debates on the tariff which have been published in the Congressional 
Record alone would line one side of a moderate sized room. While all 
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this discussion has not settled the question, it has not been in vain. At 
least it has resulted in better tariff laws than we would otherwise have had. 

And so it is with our intercollegiate debater. A little reading of pamphlets 
and magazines, a little hurried writing with pen or pencil, fifteen minutes 
of rapid oratory dissected with appropriate gestures and spiced with biting 
sarcasm, does not justify him in the sweeping assertion that the United 
States should or should not enter the League of Nations. But all of this 
study and all of this thinking, if done in an effort to find the truth rather 
than to win a debate, should insure more accurate and logical conclusicns 
in regard to this question. 

Thomas Edison deplores the slowness of the progress of truth and knowl- 
edge. This “lag” he calls the greatest menace to our democracy. Years 
pass after knowledge is discovered before it is very universally accepted By 
the people. The right course of action is pointed out years before it is 
adopted. Prejudice and indifference must be overcome. This period of 
latency in the reaction of society to the stimulus of the right idea retards 
the progress of civilization and saddles humanity with crushing yet un- 
necessary burdens. 


Let me illustrate this in another way. I have read the assertion that 
at one time every seventh death in Europe was due to small pox. The 
discovery of vaccination has so revolutionized conditions that fatalities 
from this disease are now so rare as to attract attention. But suppose only 
a few people knew about vaccination. We can see how necessary it would 
be that they use every method within their power to spread this informa- 
tion. Think of the preventable deaths that might occur if they took twenty 
years to do this when they might be able to do it in one. We can see how 
vital this period of latency would become. This thing is going on about 
us today. Infant mortality has been rapidly decreased in the past few 
years. The methods which have accomplished this are simple. It is largely 
a matter of education. And yet the training of the present generation in 
this matter is heart-rendingly slow. There are still mothers who know 
nothing of the germ theory and who still believe that beer and coffee are 
proper constituents of a baby’s diet. 


It is the opportunity of the debater to decrease, to cut in half, to anni- 
hilate this period of latency between solution and reaction, knowledge and 
acceptance. Our leading economists, sociologists, educators, and statesmen 
are studying the vital problems of the day and offering practical and sound 
solutions for many of them. But prejudice, narrow mindedness, bigotry, 
and ignorance do not yield readily. Perhaps half the woes that now beset 
us could be eliminated could we obtain the most available information on 
the subjects and act as that information dictated. The mission of the de- 
bater is to study the question, get that information, and present it so 
persuasively that he will prevent opposition and bring about its speedy 
acceptance. 

Take our labor question. It is a difficult question in itself, but its diffi- 
culty is magnified by the fact that the two parties to the controversy do 
not understand each other. The struggling business man who is trying 
desperately to stretch a none too large income to cover operating expenses 
and pay a fair return on the investment is apt to have an intolerant opinion 
of the labor union, which is seeking to secure higher wages, shorter hours, 
and better working conditions for its members. The laboring man, on the 
other hand, who is trying to support a family and keep up a home on modest 
wages, and who sees the years of his productive toil passing without being 
able to accumulate a reserve for the lean years when he is bent and broken, 
is apt to regard the employer who refuses his demands as a social parasite. 
It is the business of the debater to remove this misunderstanding. He must 
show the employing class that there is undoubtedly much that is reasonable 
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and just in the demands of the five million members of our labor unions, 
and he must at the same time, present the problems of the employer to 
the laboring group so that employes will realize that it is not selfishness 
alone that makes the employer deny their demands. All members of society 
are actuated by more or less rational motives. An acceptance of this fact 
will bring about a higher mutual respect and lead to a quicker under- 
standing. 

Nothing has impressed me more at this convention than the frank and 
sincere attacks against economic injustice. Debater after debater, orator 
after orator, has pictured the unjustifiable conditions that exist in some of 
our industries today. The twelve hour day, the seven day week, and the 
less than living wage that exist in the steel industry have been condenined 
time after time. To me this is a hopeful sign. These conditions and their 
resulting degradation can be eliminated only by a public that will not 
tolerate them. We can not legislate them out of existence until the majority 
of the people have been aroused upon this subject. 

Here is one practical thing that the debater can do. When he can educate 
the American people to hate that thing as he hates it, he will drive it out 
of the country. Perhaps the public is partly to blame in its demands for 
cheap steel. But when our whole citizenry rises up to say that such con- 
ditions are unjustifiable and we will not support them or contribute to 
them in any way, directly or indirectly, then and only then will they pass 
away. Already agencies are in operation to eliminate these conditions. 
They have passed in most of our industries. They are becoming increasingly 
more difficult to maintain as more people understand them. I have no doubt 
that the publicity which has been given through our intercollegiate debates 
has helped to crystalize the sentiment which is making such undemocratic 
conditions impossible. This is an achievement in which debating can claim 
some share and in which it should take no little pride, for the reports ex- 
posing those conditions would have remained largely unknown had not 
thousands of debaters given them the publicity they deserved. And be- 
cause I have faith in the ultimate goodness of my fellow men and the 
power of the intercollegiate debater and the other agencies working for 
the amelioration of these conditions, I dare venture the assertion that 
within three years the twelve hour day will ‘be unknown in the steel 
industry. 

There is much that the debater can do. And because I know him, I feel 
sure he will measure up to his opportunity. In fact he is already doing it. 
Debating is now on the upgrade. Interest is reviving. There are more 
debates being scheduled now than ever before. America has gone to Eng- 
land and next year England will come to America. Teams are crossing the 
nation. The East and the West are meeting on the platform. The size of 
the audiences is increasing. Debaters have caught the spirit of service. We 
are having better debates than ever before. For all this improvement Pi 
Kappa Delta can claim no little share of the credit. We have but to press 
resolutely forward. It is our mission to discover truth and to give it to 
the public, with no other thought in mind than the service we can thereby 
do our fellowmen. 


Professor F. B. Ross, who last year was at Southwestern College, Kansas, 
is this year coaching debate at the Kansas State Normal at Emporia. The 
debate coach this year at Southwestern is Dr. J. Tohmpson Baker. South- 
western plans a debate trip in the spring when she will meet the Univer- 
sity of Tulsa, Phillips University, Northeastern Normal, and the Oklahoma 
A. & M. In addition, she expects to meet at home Simpson, Morningside, 
Parsons, Kansas City University, Park. The usual women’s triangular with 
Washburn and the College of Emporia will be held. 
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PRO AND CON 


(Note: The Editor received recently an interesting letter from a well 
known Middle West debate coach with regard to certain features of the 
debate trip. He asked an equally well known Pacific Coast debate coaca 
to present the other side of the question. Their views are to be found in 
the letters that follow.) 


Dear Mr. Macarthur: 

I have had a mind to write you for some time, but the last request for a 
bonus of $50 towards the traveling expenses of a college, which wishes to 
send a debate team to the coast at some one else’s expense, determined 
me to express my mind. I think it is time that P. K. D. put some kind 
a quietus on this growing tendency. We have answered requests from 
some ten or twelve colleges for bonuses ranging from $96, from a college 
in California going East, to $50 from Eastern schools going West. To test 
the mutual, reciprocal character of this craze, we have offered to take on 
several of the applicants on the bare condition that they reciprocate to a 
like amount. In every case they declined the “honor.” Beloit College 
has finally done what we call the fair thing. They will. stop here and 
debate us for local expenses only. It seems to me that this is all any col- 
lege in P. K. D. ought to ask of another. I should certainly like to know 
what other chapters in the society think about this. 

If a debate were a paying proposition, this mutual financing of trips 
might become a fine thing. But everyone knows that the best debate ever 
held would not net in receipts anything like $50. With us it would not 
net $5. 

It seems to me, and the local chapter agrees with me heartily, that if 
any college wishes to broadcast its debating fame, it is up to that college 
to finance the advertising scheme. We are expecting to send a team on a 
short trip as far as Wisconsin, but our chapter expects to pay every cent 
of the traveling expense. 

Now, I hope that I am not the only “grouch” in this honorable body of 
Pi Kaps. But if you have had to turn down as many brazen calls for help 
in the financing of pleasure excursions for duets and trios from various 
parts as I have, you may have come to the same state of mind. It may be 
an honor to get beaten by a team of experienced semi-professionals, but 
who would wish to pay for such honor? 

Hence, I move that the next number of the Forensic ask that all mem- 
bers, in planning debate itineraries, ask no more from colleges along the 
way than local expenses—entertainment and judges. That seems to me 
enough of a boost. 

What do you think about it? 

Yours fraternally, 
Middle Western Debate Coach. 


Editor of The Forensic. 

May I have space to say a word concerning one of the recent developments 
in intercollegiate forensics, namely the transcontinental debate tour? In 
1921 an enterprising college in the Mississippi Valley undertook a trip to 
Southern California and the Pacific Northwest, travelling over 5,000 miles 
and debating five times enroute. This tour aroused considerable interest 
in debating circles, and suggested to other colleges in different parts of the 
country the great advantages of these sectional contests. 

A very few colleges have planned, or have thought of planning, such trips 
for this season. The number of colleges, however, which can carry out such 
plans is not large, for the greater part of the expense must be met by the col- 
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lege making the tour, as the small guarantees received for the debates sched- 
uled actually defray but a very small part of the expenses. 

There seems to be undue alarm on the part of some persons who have been 
asked to give contests to travelling teams, and guarantee a small amount 
therefore, that the whole idea is a mercenary scheme to gain a pleasant trip 
without any financial outlay whatever. The writer is familiar with the de- 
tails for a number of these proposed trips, and he does not know of a single 
instance where a college has attempted to secure guarantees sufficient to 
cover the entire expenses of the trip. 

On the other hand, why should not a college be expected to pay something 
toward the expenses of a debate contest held on its own platform? What is 
wrong in paying a small guarantee to a visiting team? In the early days of 
intercollegiate debating, when the single debate was the rule, the entertain- 
ing college paid all the expenses of the debate, INCLUDING THE TRAVEL- 
LING EPENSKES of the visiting team No college should expect to enter into 
a contract for a single debate without agreeing to pay something toward the 
expenses of the team which has made the contest possible. Usually debates 
with teams from distant states are financially successful, for such contests 
arouse considerable local interest and the door receipts frequently amount 
to considerably more than the amount guaranteed the visiting team. 

The writer believes that these inter-sectional debate contests should be 
encouraged. They afford an excellent opportunity for comparing the debat- 
ing style and methods of the different sections of the country. Pi Kappa 
Delta chapters should, in so far as their local conditions will permit, co- 
operate with other chapters desiring to arrange debate tours. 

Respectfully, 
A Booster for Intercollegiate Debate. 


THE PROVINCE CONVENTION 
(Southwestern Collegian) 


Representatives of three states will pit their forensic prowess against 
each other when the first regional forensic tourney of Pl Kappa Denta 
is held at Southwestern college, March 15 to 17. Fifteen colleges and uni- 
versities are eligible to membership and according to Chairman Ross of 
Emporia, every school has responded favorably, and drawings for the first 
round of the tourney debate have been made. 

Although made by a lot the drawings are exceedingly fortunate in that the 
strong contenders of Kansas will be matched against the best in Texas and 
Oklahoma. Southwestern will meet Alva Normals of Alva, Oklahoma. Wash- 
burn will tangle with Southwestern University of Texas and Kansas State 
Normal will debate Oklahoma A. and M. Kansas Aggies drew a bye in the 
first round and will meet the winners of the S. C. Alva clash in the semi- 
finals. 

Additional details as to the “extemporaneous debate” which will be one 
of the chief features of the entire meet were announced. Southwestern has 
challenged any college to a debate on a subject announced just twenty-four 
hours previously. Prof. Summers of Park College, Missouri, will choose the 
contestants as several have accepted the challenge of the locals. The ques- 
tion will be selected by Mr. Westfall, national secretary of Pi Kappa Delta. 
The question will be sent sealed to Prof. Ross in charge of the meet here 
and he will break the seal and announce the subject twenty-four hours previ- 
ous to the actual debate. 

Men’s and women’s oratory will also have a prominent place in the meet 
together with round table discussions and business meetings among the 
representatives. 

Dr. J. Thompson Baker, debate head of Southwestern, is in receipt of a let- 
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ter from Prof. F. B. Ross of K. S. N. announcing definitely the program and 
drawings of the tourney. 

The schedule of the first round of debates as announced is Washburn vs. 
Southwestern University, Texas; Kansas State Normal vs. Oklahoma A. and 
M.; Kansas City University vs. College of Emporia; Ottawa University vs. 
Kansas Wesleyan; Pittsburg Normals vs, Fairmont College; Baker Uni- 
versi vs. Tulsg University; Southwestern College vs. Alva Normals; Kansas 
Agricultural College, Bye. 

The complete schedule of events as announced by the letter is: 

Thursday evening, March 15—Men’s and women’s oratorical contests. 

Friday morning, March 16—First round of tournament debates. 

Friday, 1:30 P. M., March 16—Business meeting. 

Friday, 3:30 P. M, March 16—Second round of tournament debates. 

Friday, 8:00 P. M. March 16—Extemporaneous debates. 

Saturday, 8:00 A. M., March 17—Semi-final round of tournament debates. 

Saturday, 10:00 A. M., March 17—Final round of tournament debates. 





ENRIQUE SOBREPENA 
Minnesota Alpha—Second Place in State Oratorical 
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Pl KAPPA DELTA’S OPPORTUNITY. 


This number should reach our chapters just as the debate season enters its 
fullest activity. We are presented with many opportunities. We can put 
into practice the forensic ideals for which Pi Kappa Delta stands. We can 
bring our Order to the attention of colleges with worthy academic stand- 
ing and forensic tradition and induce them to join our ranks. Our better 
organization secured through the centralizing of details in the office of the 
new National Secretary-Treasurer is strengthening us tremendously and en- 
abling us to do more effective work. Not only are we now the largest for- 
ensic honorary society in the country but it seems as though we should 
soon be much larger. Inquiries looking towards applications for charters 
have come in unusual numbers this fall from institutions whose standing 
is everything that we can desire. The members of Pi Kappa Delta have 
a right to be pround of the great chain of institutions possessing chapters 
and to feel that this growth and strength bring with it the obligation to 
work for the furthering of the cause. Let us cover the land with a network 
of Pi Kappa Delta chapters whose aim shall be to promote sane and sound 
forensic activity and to train men and women for leadership and better 
citizenship. 


WELCOME TO THE PROVINCE CONVENTIONS 


In other portions of this issue attention is called to the newly arrived 
Province conventions, the result of recommendations to the Fourth Bi- 
ennial Convention of the Committee on the Good of the Order. Professor 
Veatch, the Chairman of that Committee, is certainly to be congratulated 
upon the success of his suggestion. At least three Provinces have organ- 
ized and are to hold conventions for which elaborate programs are in pre- 
paration. We expect great things from these gatherings. Their influence 
upon Pi Kappa Delta as a whole will be exceedingly good and far reaching. 
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FINES 


At the Third Biennial Convention held in Sioux City, Iowa, in 1920, the 
fraternity gave its national officers the right to fine chapters that did not 
reply to official communications, especially when these official communica- 
tions requested information necessary for the fraternity good. This power 
was not used until this past fall. 

The last of September a questionnaire was sent to the chapters asking 
for the names of the chapter officers, the names of the active members in 
school, and for other information which would assist the national officers 
in their efforts to serve the chapter members. To each questionnaire was 
attached a notice that a fine would be assessed against the chapter if this 
questionnaire was not returned properly filled out. A reasonable time limit 
was set for the reply. 

Nineteen chapters failed to reply. A second notice and a second question- 
naire were sent to these chapters. Two of them disregarded this notice. 
A third letter ‘brought a reply from one of these but the other has not yet 
replied. A total of twenty-one dollars in fines has ‘been assessed in getting 
replies to this one questionnaire. 

The national officers wish to make clear one thing in regard to the fines. 
They do not like to resort to this method of securing the co-operation from 
the chapters which they must have if they are to conduct the business of 
the fraternity. Although this money goes into the general treasury and is 
used in carrying on the work of the fraternity, they would prefer the willing 
‘and prompt co-operation of the chapters to this revenue. 

Who should pay these fines? The local officers. Such fines should not 
be paid out of the local treasury. That a chapter is fined is the fault of 
the local officer and he should bear the expense. His failure to reply cuts 
off the chapter from the national. Unless the national officers can get the 
names of the local officers and of the members in school, they can not 
keep in touch with the local members. No man is required to accept an 
office in a local chapter, but once he does accept an office, he has assumed 
an obligation to the chapter. Unless he performs his duties the whole 
chapter suffers. The welfare of forensics in his institution demands that 
he discharge his duties or resign. 

Give the national officers the co-operation which will make the fine 
unnecessary. 


EXCHANGES 


We have a remarkable record in Exchanges this year. The following 
states have a hundred per cent representation from their chapters: Cali- 
fornia, Colorado, Illinois, Indiana, Kentucky, Minnesota, Michigan, Ne- 
braska, Ohio, Pennsylvania, and Wisconsin. The following chapters are 
NOT sending us their college paper in exchange for THE FORENSIC: 
Des Moines University, Morningside College, Simpson College, Kansas State 
Agricultural College, Kansas Wesleyan University, Baker University, Colby 
College, Westminster College, Central College (Mo.), Montana Wesleyan, 
University of Tulsa, Oklahoma Baptist University, Oklahoma N. W. State 
Teachers’ College, Wofford College, Dakota Wesleyan, Yankton, Sioux Falls 
College,, Tusculum College, Southwestern (Tex.), College of Puget Sound. 
We are receiving fifty-five exchanges. 


HISTORICAL NUMBER 


We had hoped to celebrate with this number the decennial of our order. 
It has not been possible to collect all the material necessary for a com- 
plete history of Pi Kappa Delta. In the near future, however, we expect to 
do this. 
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READ YOUR FORENSIC 


We do not make the plea for a reading of our magazine because we feel 
that our editorial comment merits special attention; but we are most 
anxious that you should learn from the Chapter Letters, News Notes, and 
Exchanges just how much life and enthusiasm abound throughout the Order. 
They are infectious. If you read what other chapters are doing, you will 
undoubtedly get suggestions and ideas which you may apply to your own 
situation. Do not be local: be national. Pi Kappa Deltg is a national or- 
ganization. Its members should be similarly minded. 


CROWDED OUT 


Lack of space makes it impossible to include in this issue a number of 
items which have come to us. One of the most interesting of these is 
the report of the Secretary of the Debating Association of the Colleges of 
the State of Pennsylvania. This we shall include in a later number. 


CHAPTER LETTERS 





TENNESSEE ALPHA 


The members of Tennessee Alpha at Maryville College are very busy people 
this fall. Our chapter has a regular monthly meeting in which timely subjects 
relating to the Forensic activities of the College are discussed. In this way the 
members hope to do signal service to their Alma Mater in promoting and directing 
Forensic activity. Thus our chapter forms a nucleug around which an excellent 
group of debating teams are being formed. This year our debate schedule is larger 
than ever before. It calls for a dual debate with Tusculum College on the question 
of Government Ownership and Operation of Coal Mines; also for a dual debate 
with Milligan College, with Roanoake College possibly entering to form a triangular 
The question for this latter is yet to be selected. We have also arranged for a 
circuit debate with engagements at the following colleges: King, Wake Forest, 
Dlon, Presbyterian of South Carolina, Newberry, and possibly Carson-Newman 
and Wofford. Since Maryville is co-educational, the co-eds have a part in our 
forensics. This year their schedule calls for a dual debate with Tusculum on the 
League of Nationg and with Elon on Educational Qualifications for the Suffrage. 
In addition to this debating schedule, Maryville furnishes a representative to the 
intercollegiate oratorical contest of the Tennessee Intercollegiate Forensic League, 
which is composed of Maryville College, Tusculum College, Carson-Newman Col- 
lege, Milligan College, Cumberland University, and Lincoln Memorial University. 
This year Maryville is the host of the League. Our chapter hopes that the man 
representing Maryville will be a Pi Kappa Delta man. All of our members are 
deeply interested in all forms of forensics. 

Greetings to all other chapters of Pi Kappa Delta, 

DAVID KING, 
Corresponding Secretary. 


PENNSYLVANIA ALPHA 


The Pennsylvania Alpha of Pi Kappa Delta wag installed on April 7, 1922, by 
members of Colorado Alpha, after the debate on that date between Colorado Agri- 
cultural College (where that chapter is located) and Grove City College. This 
being the last debate of the year, all of our work was done previous to the in- 
stallation of the chapter. A forensic banquet, however, was held under the 
auspices of the chapter on May 26, 1922, to which were invited all those who had 
shown interest in forensic activities during the past year. At the banquet things 
of forensic interest were discussed and the aims and activities of Pi Kappa Delta 
explained. During the year, men’s teams took part in five debates, losing four and 
winning one; women’s teams took part in two debates, losing one and winning one, 
With the return of five members of last year’s men’s teams and three members of 
last year’s women’s teams we have a good start on the new season. 


Fraternally yours, 
MARGARET PERRI, 
Corresponding Secretary. 
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KENTUCKY BETA 


The Kentucky Beta chapter of Pi Kappa Delta was installed at Centre College 
on June 14, 1922. Representatives of the Kentucky Alpha chapter of Georgetown 
College came over and performed the installation services. The charter members 
were: Mr, E. C. Newlin, Jr., Mr. A. C. Newlin, Dr. B. A. Wise, Mr. Percy Hender- 
son, and Mr, Walter Strother Hynes. Mr. Paul Watson and Mr, Cyrus Collins 
were not present at the installation ceremonies. Dr. Hewlett of the Centre faculty 
was also initiated this fall. 


Centre has mapped out quite a pretentious program for the coming winter 
and spring. Already representatives from the Deinologian and Chamberlain 
literary societies have been chosen for the Ernst debate, which will be held on 
January 12. Four out of the six debaters in this contest will be chosen to form 
two teams to debate with Georgetown, Transylvania, and Kentucky Wesleyan. 
The subject for these debates is: ‘‘Resolved: That the United States should own 
and operate the railroads.”” Although an old subject, we believe that it has a 
very great present day significance as a result of the recent national rafroad 
strike. Aside from this, Parsons College, the college of which our president, Dr. 
R. Ames Montgomery, wag formerly president, has challenged us to a dual debate 
to be held some time during the first part of January. This challenge will be 
accepted, you may be sure. 


In order to stimulate better interest in debate, a Centre College Debating 
Club has been formed consisting of three faculty members, Drs. Wise, Hewlett 
and Allen, the principal speakers in both literary societies, and the clasg in 
Argumentation under Dr, Wise. This club will choose the speakers to go against 
Parsons College and also select other debaters for later debates. The subject 
between Centre and Parsons will be the Pi Kappa Delta question. 


A trip down South, during April, is being contemplated and doubtless such 
colleges as Maryville, Vanderbilt and Tennessee will be encountered. Harvard is 
to debate Kentucky State this spring and we are hoping to secure a date with 
Harvard when she is down in this section of the country. Kentucky State_has 
also issued us a challenge which we have accepted. Probably the subject will be: 
“Resolved: That the United States should become a member of the League of 
Nations,” although this has not as yet been definitely decided. And as a climax 
of this ambitious year, it has been suggested that the Centre team make a trip 
to England during the summer vacation. At present this is but a hazy dream 
in the mindg of many, but those who are pushing debate at Centre believe that it 
is not far from a reality. When Centre undertakes to do something, she does it 
“Big,”” as you all probably know from our athletic achievements. 


Oratory, however, is not being slighted by this seeming concentration on de- 
bate alone, and already many men have prepared speeches for the annual oratorical 
contest to be held on February 22. The winner of this contest will represent Centre 
in the State Contest. It ig true that Centre has not won this State Contest for 
several years; but it is very evident that the dark days for forensic activity at 
Centre are past and a determined effort will be made to bring this honor home 
to Old Centre once again. 

A. C. NEWLIN, 
Corresponding Secretary. 


MINNESOTA ALPHA 


The Minnesota Alpha of Pi Kappa Delta opens the year with ten members, 
including the faculty members. Miss Grace Guilford, '21, has returned to Macal- 
ester to join our faculty in English. At an informal supper to Be given soon, 
we shal] present to Hiamline University a perpetual challenge silver loving cup, 
given by our chapter to the winner of the Girls’ Oratorical Contest. We are 
going to try to get it back this year when we meet Hamline. The debating squad 
in the men’s debates ig at work. The men will debate as follows: Northland 
College, Ashland, Wis., dual debate: Lawrence College, Appleton, Wis., dual 
debate; Huron College, Huron, 8. D., dual debate; St. Olaf College, Northfield, 
Minn., and Gustavus Adolphus, St. Peter, Minn., triangular debate. Our fresh- 
men also will meet Hamline University in a dual debate. All the men’s debates 
will be on the question, “Resolved, that the United States should enter the 
League of Nations.’’ The girls are also at work on their question for the dual 
debate with Gustavus Adolphus. They are to debate the question, ‘Resolved, 
that Congress should pass a uniform marriage and divorce law.’"’ Professor C. F. 
Lindsley of the University of Minnesota, Department of Speech, has been secured 
to assist Dr. J. C. Hazzard with the debate work. We are looking forward to 
a very successful year in forensics. 


Fraternally, 
FRANCES HAZZARD, '25, 
Corresponding Secretary. 
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ILLINOIS ALPHA 


The Alpha chapter of Illinois Wesleyan University is moving along in reason- 
ably good fashion and taking care of its interests in apple pie order. We opened 
the year with seven of our under-graduate members on the Campus and one from 
Bpsilon chapter of this state, together with the two faculty members. So with 
such as an opening for the year no doubt our number will be rather large when 
we close next June, 

Our State Oratorical Contest occurs on the 14th of this month, under the 
auspices of Augustana College at Rock Island. Brother Wilfred J. Goreham, a 
member of the Junior class, will represent our University at that contest. Brother 
Goreham, who was initiated into Pi Kappa‘ Delta last April, will give a good 
account of himself for he hag a strong oration on “America at the Cross Roads,” 
and we are naturally expecting to capture the State Honor as we did a year ago 
at this time, our representative being Miss Nettie Scheerer, who has the honor 
of being the first lady that ever won a state oratorica] contest for Illinois Wes- 
leyan University. She was initiated into our fraternity last April. 

This year Illinois Wesleyan will participate in three triangular debates and 
naturally the Pi Kappa Delta boys expect to do themselves proudly in these con- 
tests. On March 16 there occurs the Albion College, Lawrence College, Illinois 
Wesleyan debate. Then on February 19 we have the Ripon College, Northwestern 
College, and Illinois Wesleyan debate. Then the third triangular occurs March 22, 
which Eureka College, Bradley Polytechnic, and Illinois Wesleyan participate. 
The same subject is used for all three of these debates and it is, “Resolved, that 
the United States should enter into the League of Nations.” 

Fraternally yours, 
P. C. SOMERVILLE, 
Corresponding Secretary. 


SOUTH DAKOTA BETA 


Pi Kappa Delta is a strong organization in Huron College. With ten active 
members back this year, the debate season is being anticipated with a good deal 
of enthusiasm. A heavy forensic schedule is being arranged which will include, 
in addition to the regular intercollegiate debates, decisionless debates and extem- 
pore contests. These latter proved very popular in Huron last spring. Oratory 
is also attaining a high place in the interests of the students. More participants 
will enter the annual Kent oratorical contest than in any previons year. Pi Kappa 
Delta in order to promote forensic endeavor throughout the college has adopted 
the plan of holding meetings open to all who are interested in debate and oratory. 
These have proved very successful, being attended by a large number of students. 
Inter-class and inter-society contests are influentia] in stimulating interest in 
forensic work. Recently the Pi Kappa Delta in connection with another college 
organization sponsored an evening’s entertainment including two one-act plays. 
This was very successful and part of the proceeds will be used in promoting the 
forensic program. The Provincial Pi Kappa Delta convention to be held in Aber- 
deen, in April, will in all probability mark the high tide of forensic endeavor for 


Huron College. 
FLORENCE WALLACE, 
President. 


MONTANA ALPHA 


Montana Alpha chapter at Montana Wesleyan College is looking forward to 
an active forensic season. Up to the present time we have scheduled but four 
debates. These include contests with Simpson College, Iowa, Colorado Agricultural 
College, Gooding College, Idaho, and Montana State Normal School, We are 
hoping to take an eastern trip next spring. Our active membership is large this 
year considering that so many of our members graduated last year. We have 
eight active members of the order of debate and one of the order of oratory. In 
addition to this, we have four members of the order of instruction. Officers 
elected at the beginning of the year are: Robert E. Miller, President; Clarice 
Stellman, Secretary-Treasurer; Kenneth R. Hammaker, Historian. The literary 
societies of Wesleyan are preparing for an inter-society debate upon the official 
Pi Kappa Delta question. This is an annual affair and gives much aid to the 
later intercollegiate contests. The oratorical contest promises to be very inter- 
esting this year as we have several talented candidates. 

ROBERT E. MILLER, 
President. 


MICHIGAN GAMMA 


The chapter of Pi Kappa Delta at Hope College is in a flourishing condition. 
There are at present seven active members. We have encouraged and helped in 
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the formation of a new State Debating League comprising six colleges in this 
state. We expect to take part in six or seven debates this year and among them 
are trying to stage one with a team from Parsons College, Iowa, when they pass 
through this section of the country next spring. Prospects for the year, therefore, 
look very promising and we hope to make this a banner year. 
JACOB PRINS, 
Secretary -Treasurer. 


NEWS NOTES FROM THE CHAPTERS 





The Central Western Province of Pi Kappa Delta was formed in November 
at the Y. M. C. A. in Kansas City, under the leadership of Professor H. B. 
Summers of Park College. The colleges represented in the Province are: 
William Jewell, Missouri Wesleyan, Culver-Stockton, Westminster, and 
Park. Professor Summers was elected Province President, Professor Franc 
L. McClure of Westminster, Vice President, and Professor P. Caspar Harvey 
of William Jewell, Secretary. The group decided to hold a convention on 
May 3, 4, 5, at Westminster. The program will include a men’s elimination 
debate on the Pi Kappa Delta question, a’ men’s oratorica] contest, an extem- 
poraneous speaking contest, a women’s oratorical and extemporaneous 
speaking contest. 


The first Intercollegiate Extemporaneous Speaking Contest to be held in 
Southern California took place at the Southern Branch of the University 
of California on December 12. A representative from each of the seven in- 
stitutions in the Intercollegiate Forensic Conference took part. These in- 
stitutions are the University of Southern California, University of Cal- 
fornia, Southern Branch, Occidental College, Californig Institute of 
Technology, Whittier College, Pomona College, University of Redlands. 
The contest was won by the representative of the University of Southern 
California, with Occidental and Southern Branch coming second and third 
respectively. 


Among the institutions which William Jewell expects to meet in what 
is heralded as its biggest forensic year are Union University of Jackson, 
Tennessee, Baylor University, Des Moines University, and Washburn. The 
most interesting number of its schedule will be a debate with a team from 
Wake Forest College of North Carolina to be held in Kansas City before 
the Southern Baptist Convention in May. This debate will constitute the 
heaviest financial responsibility that William Jewellforensics have under- 
taken in recent years. 


The Indiana Alpha chapter at Franklin College this fall arranged for an 
elaborate series of interclass debates in preparation for the selection of the 
varsity teams. Each class was asked to appoint a debate committee which 
should arouse interest in debate. Franklin meets Butler, Earlham, Man- 
chester and Wabash colleges. Her women debaters meet Denison, Albion, 
and Butler. 


The CaHfornia Delta chapter of Pi Kappa Delta was installed on Decem- 
ber 8th by Brother Leo Sievert of California Alpha. Brother Sievert is 
now in his last year of Law at the University of California. He reports 
an enthusiastic group at the College of the Pacific. After the installation 
a banquet was held. The College of the Pacific is now located at San Jose 
but will move soon to Stockton. 


WilHam Jewell Freshmen expect to meet in debate Freshmen from the 
University of Missouri. 
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At Baldwin-Wallace this year there have been no tryouts in debate, every 
choice for the teams being made strictly on the merit of all candidates as 
judged by the public speaking department. Pi Kappa Delta is accepting 
all responsibility in connection with the schedules and work of the teams. 

Ohio Alpha at Baldwin-Wallace this year offered two prizes, one of $15 
and one of $10, for the winners of the local oratorical contest. First place 
was taken ‘by Lloyd Wicke who will represent his college in the State 
contest. 


Washburn debaters this year meet Nebraska Wesleyan and William 
Jewell in an interstate triangular. These are men’s debates. Washburn 
women will meet the Emporia Normal Southwestern, Kansas University, 
and the Kansas State Agricultural College. A team will be sent on a long 
trip covering several states. The Pi Kappa Delta question is being used. 
Freshman debaters are meeting the Kansas City Junior College with one 
team of men and one of women. 


The “Manitou Messenger,” published by St. Olaf College, prints in its 
November 21 issue a cut of the handsome intersociety debate trophy. 
Prizes totalling $200 will be awarded the three St. Olaf orators and the three 
debaters who rank highest in the oratorical and debating contests which 
are to be held annually beginning with the school year of 1922-23. This 
comes as the result of the action taken recently by the Literary Board. 


The IlKnois Old Line State Oratorical Contest occurred under the 
auspices of Augustana College at Rock Island on December 14. The first 
place was won by E. C. Beach of Eureka College with the subject “Inter- 
national Friendship’; the second by Norris Davison of Monmouth College 
on “The Newer Internationalism”; the third by Wilfred J. Goreham of 
Illinois Wesleyan with the oration “America at the Cross Roads.” 


At Macalester College this year Dr. Hazzard will be assisted in debate 
coaching by Professor C. F. Lindsley of the department of speech of the 
University of Minnesota. Among the institutions which Macalester ex- 
pects to meet this year are: Northland, Lawrence, Morningside, South 
Dakota State Normal, Huron and Jamestown. The women debaters will 
engage in a triangular with St. Olaf and Gustavus Adolphus. 


The Michigan State Normal College belongs to a debating league, the 
other members of which are Albion, Hope, Kalamazoo, and Olivet colleges. 
They are to debate the proposition, Resolved: That the United States shall 
immediately enter the League of Nations. Women debaters will meet 
teams from Bowling Green Normal and from Kalamazoo. The Michigan 
Normal College has three flourishing debate clubs. 


On January 15th, the Michigan Aggies will debate North Dakota on its 
eastern trip. They will also continue their triangular with Iowa State and 
Purdue. They contemplate a fortnight’s schedule away from home in New 
York, Pennsylvania, Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, and Wisconsin. For the first 
time M. A. C. is to have a women’s team. It will meet the Western State 
Normal. 


“Seven Nights’ Debates on Open and Closed Shops,” edited by F. Wesley 
Phelps, is the title of a book recently published by The School of Utilitarian 
Economics, Seattle, Washington. The book contains extracts from debate 
speeches on the open and closed shop by 77 debaters. Among these extracts 
are found five from speeches of as many St. Olaf debaters. 


The Forensic Literary Society of the Michigan Agricultural College has 
become a chapter of the national fraternity of Lambda Chi Alpha. 

This year’s number of the “Debater’s Annual” contains the Michigan Agri- 
= College debates on the Closed Shop. 
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The coaches in debate and oratory from colleges of the Mid-Western Con- 
ference met in Chicago, October 7. Many colleges and universities of 
Illinois, Iowa, Minnesota, Wisconsin, and Michigan were represented. At 
this meeting the organization was given a constitution and by-laws, making 
it perpetual and setting annual meets to be held in Chicago and in Madison 
alternately. The purpose of the meetings is to have an intercollegiate get- 
together to discuss how best to advance co-operation in the forensic field 
and to set a universal question for the debate season. The question for this 
season will be: Resolved, That the United States should enter the League 
of Nations. 


Two of the debates given by the Colorado Agricultural College team 
(Colorado Alpha) on their eastern tour last year have been printed in the 
University Debating Annual, published annually by Edith M. Phelps and 
used as a handbook for debaters. This book contains transcripts of eight 
of the leading intercollegiate debates with briefs and bibliographies for 
each. Other institutions represented in this latest edition are Harvard, 
Yale, Texas University, Washington University, Swarthmore, Pennsylvania 
State College, Vassar and Washington and Lee. 


A debate and oratory league for women of the various colleges of South- 
ern California has been formed consisting of the University of Redlands, 
Pomona College, Southern Branch of U. of C., Occidental College, and 
Fullerton Junior College. In the first round of the conference debates, 
Redlands defeated both Pomona and Occidental. 


A Forensic club has been formed at Illinois Wesleyan, the membership 
being composed of all those interested in debate and oratory. Illinois Wes- 
leyan has a big program for this year. She expects to meet in debate Ripon, 
Northwestern, Lawrence, Albion, Eureka, Bradley—a goodly array. 


The William Jewell chapter of Pi Kappa Delfa recently conferred at a 
chapel exercise Ti Kappa Delta keys upon five of the alumni of that 
institution. Two of the recipients were teammates in the first intercol- 
legiate debate in which William Jewell ever participated. 


Iowa Zeta at Parsons College meets on the second and fourth Tuesday 
nights of every month. Professor Fred Bale, formerly at Hedding College, 
is now debate coach at Parsons. The college is planning an extensive 
debate trip in the spring. 


The Illinois Intercollegiate Oratorical Contest was held at Augustana 
College, Rock Island, on December 14th. Illinois Wesleyan was represented 
by Wilfred Goreham whose oration was entitled “America at the Cross- 
Roads.” 


The College of Emporia meets William Jewell, Park, Ottawa and Baker 
in a pentangular; Washburn and Southwestern in a women’s triangular, and 
the Kansas State Normal in debates for both men and women. 


Women’s debate will be revived at the Colorado Agricultural College this 
year as about twenty women have signified their intention of trying out. 
They will debate Cancellation of War Debts. 


A debate conference this year in the Rocky Mountains includes Colorado 
Agricultural College, Denver University, Colorado State Teachers’ College, 
and Wyoming University. 


A spirited Fresh-Soph debate brought out some excellent material at the 
University of Redlands. Each team was coached by an upperclass debater. 
The Sophomores won. 


Since 1904 St. Olaf has engaged in 46 debates, winning 32 and losing 14. 
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The Kansas State Manual Training Normal at Pittsburg, with Professor 
J. R. Pelsma as debate coach, expects to send women’s teams against 
Ottawa and Park end to meet also Kansas City Junior College, Washburn 
and Kansas Wesleyan. 


The Illinois Intercollegiate Oratorical contest has been won in the last 
twenty-one years thirteen times by Knox College, four times by Eureka, 
three times by Monmouth, once by Illinois, and once by Illinois Wesleyan. 


Arrangements have been made for the South Dakota-lowa-Minnesota 
Province Convention which will be held in the spring. Professor W. Hi. 
Veatch of Dakota Wesleyan is province governor of this group. 


Six Pi Kappa Delta institutions were represented in the Mid-West Debate 
Conference held in Chicago on October 7. They were: St. Olaf, Westmin- 
ster, Illinois Wesleyan, Monmouth, Ripon, and Kalamazoo. 


Members of the Illinois Zeta chapter at Monmouth College expect to 
meet debaters from Northwestern and Parsons upon either the question of 
government ownership of mines or of Japanese exclusion. 


Mr. S. J. Curless of Bloomington, Illinois, has offered as prizes for the 
yearly local oratorical contest at Illinois Wesleyan $25 in gold for the first 
place; $15 for the second place, and $10 for third place. 


A Bible class in Monmouth College recently held a debate on the propo- 
sition: Resolved, That the history, biographies, and moral teachings of the 
Bible should be taught in the public schools. 


Dr. Elmer C. Griffith, the new debate coach at Kalamazoo College, has 
scheduled a triangular freshman debate with Hillsdale and Albion on the 
cancellation of allied loans. 


It is interesting to read in the Monmouth Oracle that in an oratorical con- 
test held in 1880, J. S. Erskine, of Monmouth, defeated William Jennings 
Bryan, of Illinois College. 


The Carthage College Freshman-Sophomore debate for the Beckman Cup 
was held on November 22, on the question of Federal Control of the Price 
of Public Commodities. 


Baldwin-Wallace is a member of the Ohio Intercollegiate Oratorical Asso- 
ciation along with Wooster, Heidelberg, Otterbein, Kenyon, Hiram, Musk- 
ingum, Wittenberg. 


Hope College made an early start on debate this year. The debaters 
will meet a team from the Detroit Law School as well as one from 
Kalamazoo College. 


Nebraska Epsilon at Grand Island College is holding regular monthly 
meetings at which time is given to the discussion of topics or interest, de- 
bates, and oratory. 


Ottawa University will send her men debaters against Park, Baker, Em- 
poria, and William Jewell; and her women debaters against Pittsburg 
Normal and Park. 


Cotner’s debate squad under their coach, Professor J. K. Shellenberger, 
is to debate cancellation of interallied debts with Kearney, Midland, Doane, 
and Hastings. 


Fairmount is trying to arrange a women’s triangular with the Kansas 
State Agricultural College and Southwestern to compete in “no decision” 
debates. 


Beloit debaters are planning a trip to the Pacific Coast. 
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EXCHANGES 


(University of Redlands Campus) 


Student interest and student enthusiasm are largely directed towards foot- 
‘ball in the fall of the year—and justly so—but there is one activity which 
is spread over the school year which merits and needs more of student 
interest and enthusiasm than has been given many times in the past. That 
activity is forensics and it is the intent of this editorial to present some 
of the claims of debate, oratory and extempore speaking for the support of 
the entire student body either in active participation or hearty support. 

At some time during the year practically every man in college takes part 
in some form of athletics and an athletic contest of any importance brings 
out the entire student body. The value of athletics to the man participat- 
ing and to the college as a whole is undisputed and the support given by 
the students is well merited. When we look at forensics we find quite a 
different situation. The small number of men trying out for debate and 
oratory and the pitifully small crowds attending debates attest to the fact 
that the full value of forensics to the individual and to the college is not 
appreciated and that the student body is failing to give the support that it 
may reasonably be expected to give. 

A comparison of the comparative value of athletics and forensics would 
not be to the point and would have no significance whatever. They are too 
different to be compared and each in its own way gives training that is of 
supreme value in later life. I believe that it can safely be said however, 
that the man who expects to spend his life in any line of public speaking 
work cannot afford to go through college without getting as much training 
in the art of public speaking as is compatible with good scholarship. To 
that man debate and oratory are the most worth while of school activities 
and he cannot afford to pass them up. “Persuasion is the chief end of 
rhetoric” and the man or woman who would master the art of persuasion 
must learn to stand upon his feet fearlessly, he must learn to think clearly 
and swiftly and to speak clearly and with conviction. 

The writer once had the privilege of knowing the man who was the domi- 
nant figure in Stanford’s forensic activities for four years. In the course 
of a conversation he made this statement: “I have been watching the 
graduates of the Stanford Law School for years as they leave school and 
take up their practice. The men who while in college took part in debate 
and oratory stand out head and shoulders above their classmates who did 
not go in for forensics.” We might go on and offer more argument and 
testimony but we believe the values of speaking to be self-evident to any- 
one who will give the matter a few moments consideration. Doubtless every 
student in his high school and college experience has noticed that a large 
part of the leaders of the school are men who take part in forensics. They 
are the men who in the minds of students qualify for leadership. Leader- 
ship in public requires speaking ability and training as a first requisite and 
it goes without saying that the amateur public speakers of today will be 
the leaders of the world’s thinking tomorrow. 


(St. Olaf College Manitou Messenger) 


Self-expression, the development of the individual of his personality, is 
the trend of our education today. No greater opportunity is offered the 
student for development of personality than through the medium of his 
vocal expression. 
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The necessity for mental alertness, keen discrimination, a potent mem- 
ory, concentration and habits of persuasive speaking, which impress a 
forceful personality on one’s environment, are very frequent. To this end, 
orations, debates, declamatory contests and dramatics are all effective in 
developing vigorous and acceptable personalities in the students—an asset 
greatly in demand in our complex age. 

Some one has said, that perhaps only through the right use of the 
dramatic instinct in the everyday life of the school shall we be able to 
train our future citizens for the art of leisure. In Maurice Keating’s outline 
of the essentials of an adequate educational program he emphasized eight 
things and one of them was: 

Education for the wise use of leisure: 

Another point was Education for the development of a sense of duty in 
the necessary subordination of personal to social welfare. 

What an opportunity lies before the college student through the debates 
and declamatory contests to increase his knowledge along both these lines: 
wise use of leisure and social service work. 

But before we include the declamatory contests in this method of self 
improvement let us pause and consider! 

For many years most of the selections chosen for declamatory contests 
have been hollow and artificial. There are many hang-overs from the elocu- 
tionary period of 30 and 40 years ago. In keeping with the artificiality of 
composition has been the ranting, affected manner of delivery. 

If something of educational value can be obtained from these contests a 
change must be made in the choice of material used. 

Those having charge of the contests should insist that the students speak 
for communicative purposes only—and that the standard by which the 
declamation be judged is whether it is sincere and intelligent communica- 
tion. Here are certain reforms which the present contest system demands: 

1. Material impossible in contest (mental, spiritual, and physical), be 
avoided. 

2. Material used be from standard or reputable authors. 

3. That selection and arrangement of material be largely done by the 
pupil. 


(Olivet Echo) 


Wind, as Mr. Rudolph Roth termed it, was certainly flying heavily in 
chapel last Friday noon, when the Pi Kappa Delta, Olivet’s forensic society, 
took charge of the program, but the wind did have its effect. All Pi Kappa 
members in the institution were seated on the platform in place of the 
faculty, and each gave a short talk for the purpose of stimulating the 
students to concentrate some of their efforts in 1922-23 forensics. The well 
known debaters did convince their audience that the students would be 
well benefited if they would engage in this work, and many already have 
evinced a desire to participate. 





An unparalleled interest is being shown this year at the South Dakota 
State College, nearly twenty candidates entering the oratorical contest. 


Charlotte Halbert and Raymond Carey will represent Southwestern in 
the Women’s State League contest and in the Old Line, respectively. 

The College of the Pacific had its first debate on November 21, with 
Stanford upon government ownership and operation of coal mines. 

Nebraska Alpha at Nebraska Wesleyan took charge of the tryouts and 
interclass debates in preparation for the varsity debates. 


Park College, under the leadership of Professor H. B. Summers, its new 
coach is planning a long debate trip in the spring. 
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